
By Hilary Burns

With college sticker prices 
approaching six �gures, 
and students increasingly 
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Polytechnic Institute, Wentworth Institute 
of Technology, and Olin College.

Even some small liberal arts schools, such 
as Salve Regina University in Newport, 
posted strong �nancial outcomes. Kelli 
Armstrong, Salve Regina’s president, said 
her institution bakes career preparation 
and planning into the curriculum starting 
in the �rst year. Alumni also regularly 
visit campus to share how they navigated 
their careers and teach soft professional 
skills, such as how to partake in a “proper 
business-etiquette lunch,” Armstrong said.

Average starting salaries for Salve 
Regina graduates are $40,500, and grow 
to $73,500 after a decade, according 
to Cooper’s data set.

Some institutions, though, posted mix-
ed results, including the �agship public 
universities in Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, Vermont, and Rhode Island.

Kim DeRego, vice provost of enrollment 
management at the University of New 
Hampshire, said the university is focused 
on improving the value proposition for 
prospective students by expanding career 
services, and helping to address the state’s 
workforce shortages. The total cost for 
in-state students living on UNH’s main 
campus is $38,440 a year before �nancial 
aid.

“We hear from our employers that they 
need more workers, and our responsibility 
is to try to get as many of those students 
into those opportunities as possible,” 
DeRego said.

Engineering, business, and nursing 
programs posted positive returns at these 
universities, while many humanities, 
social sciences, and art programs did not. 
(Some programs included in the data 
set may no longer be offered, and some 
colleges have closed or merged with other 
institutions since 2017.)

Several private institutions focused 
mostly on art or music posted some of 
the lowest �nancial outcomes, according 
to Cooper’s data set. Berklee College of 
Music, for example, had negative returns 
for all but
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